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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 37301 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASCSHUMVN 

SUBJ: RETURN OF THE BRILLIG CREW 

REF: BANGKOK 35734 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER SPOKE TO QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
OF ASIA DOPFFER ABOUT POSSIBILITY THAT THE BRILLIG 
CREW MIGHT EXIT SAIGON ON AIR FRANCE FLIGHT. DOPFFER 
SAID THAT HE WOULD ALERT FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES IN 
HANOI, SAIGON AND BANGKOK. HE THOUGHT THAT THE SRV 
MIGHT MERELY PUT THE AMERICANS ABOARD THE 
FRENCH PLANE AT THE LAST MINUTE. AS OF THE TIME OF THE 
DEPARTURE OF THE DECEMBER 22 FLIGHT, THE GOF HAD 
HEARD NOTHING. DOPFFER SAID THAT TO THE FRENCH 
KNOWLEDGE THE ONLY FLIGHT FROM SAIGON BEFORE THE 
END OF THE YEAR WAS THAT OF DECEMBER 29. 

2. A PROPOS OF THE FRENCH FLIGHTS, DOPFFER SAID THAT 
THE FLIGHT OF THE 29TH WOULD BE THE VERY LAST ONE. 

THE GOF WAS VERY DISATISFIED BY THE WAY THE 
VIETNAMESE HANDLED THESE FLIGHTS, PUTTING ANYONE 
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ON THEY WISHED AND BLOCKING AT THE LAST MINUTE 
PERSONS WHOM THE FRENCH HAD EXPECTED TO TRAVEL ON 
THE FLIGHT. DOPFFER THOUGHT THERE WOULD THEREFORE BE 
NO FLIGHTS SPONSORED BY THE FRENCH UNTIL AFTER THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGULAR AIR FRANCE FLIGHT TO 
HANOI IN APRIL (CURRENT ESTIMATE). 
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